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Irene Sweeps through New England

By: Cevan Long
 Hurricane Irene took its toll on 
Connecticut, with CL&P reporting over 
750,000 customers out of power. CL&P 
was scrutinized for their poor planning 
as a result of outages lasting up to a 
week. The storm had 60-75 mph winds, 
classifying it as a tropical storm, and 
destroyed dozens of homes along the 
shoreline, damaging crops and killing 
two people.  The biggest concern for 
most residents was the prolonged power 
outage;  medical equipment that needed 
electricity to function left people rushing 
to get to town shelters, like MHS.  The 
shelters didn’t just supply electricity, but 
also showers and running water as well.  
One student who went to shower at the 
school reported, “Don’t be surprised 
when you see a ton of old naked dudes in 
the locker rooms.” I personally took that 
into consideration, and was able to find a 
shower elsewhere.

 The damage brought on by Irene 
does not compare to the hurricane of ‘38 
which brought  a path of destruction that 
most of us cannot fathom. It traveled up 
to 100 mph and its barometric pressure 
fell to 27.9 inches, the lowest ever 
recorded on land in the Northeast 
at Ocean Beach, New London.  
Fifty cottages were lifted and 
destroyed, along with hundreds 
of yachts and over 500 uprooted 
trees. In New London, a fire 
swept through the business 
district, causing 4 million 
dollars in damages. Town 
by town this force of nature 
demolished trees, houses, 
dams, textile plants, livestock, 
crops and more. The total damage from 
the ‘38 storm was 100 million, with 85 
dead, compared to Irene who fortunately 
only killed two.

Hurricane Irene damage in New Haven.

School Year 
Extended
By: Rachael Scovish

 The students attending not only 
Montville High School, but of almost 
every school in southeastern Connecticut 
were ecstatic to find another week added 
to the end of their summer vacation due 
to the damage from Hurricane Irene. But 
what will the repercussions be regarding 
this impromptu addition to summer break? 
 The Superintendent of Schools, 
Mrs. Pamela Aubin had this to say about 
the cancellations: “At this time, the five 
student days in the calendar that were 
cancelled due to Tropical Storm Irene will 
result in an additional five days in June.  
Presently, without accounting for snow 
days, our last day of school is June 18th.  
Please note that this date will change as 
we encounter additional snow days that 
must be made up.” 
 How are students taking the news 
that their schoolyear will be extended an 
extra five days into the summer? Cleora 
Ohar, a senior said “I think it makes sense, 
considering the amount of days of power 
outage that we had.” 
 All in all, it seems to be a very 
reasonable solution to the dilemma of 
getting us all in class for our required 

amount of school days. 
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MHS SPORTS
Fall Sports Preview 
By: Rachael Orbe

Dreams of December
The football team lost 2 key players: 
Tyler Girard-Floyd and Skyler McNair. 
But, Tecumseh Champlain, the senior 
quarterback is confident, “We’re not 
relying on certain players to make plays.” 
The team is hard-nosed and focusing on 
one game at a time. Isaiah Holloway and 
Jake Basilica, both juniors, “run the line”, 
according to Champlain. And Basilica 
says of Champlain, “He gets people where 
they need to be [on the field].”  Both 
agreed that, “We want to be playing in 
December.” 

Survive and Succeed
The girls’ soccer team is ready to survive 
the season. Lauren Hess, a senior 
midfielder, says, “We’re more comfortable 
with each other and work well as a team.” 
The lack of participation during summer 
workouts hurt the team, but “it’s time to 
get back into the mojo of soccer.” The 
team is ready to “Out wit, out hustle, out 
play.” 

Eye on the Prize
The boys’ soccer team lost a major asset 

to their team; Tyler Leeman. However, 
Jeffrey Tryon, a junior, isn’t apprehensive, 
“We are returning multiple starters, so 
there isn’t much of a difference.” Their 
preseason sessions, including practices, 
games, or working out, will give them an 
upper hand. “Our team goal is to win states 
for the second year in a row and with this 
squad I think it’s very reasonable.”

Always Running
The boys’ cross country team has improved 
in numbers and is more enthusiastic than 
ever. Joe Rainville, a junior, says “We’re 
better as a team.” The upperclassmen 
of the team succeeded in promoting the 
team and keeping the training serious. 
The boys were running and training all 
summer, which will help them in “beating 
Griswold in the ECC and becoming ECC 
champions.” 

New Faces and New Races
Girls cross country is growing, Shatajah 
Wattely, a senior, says. “It’s not all that 
different, it’s just new faces.” The training 
in preseason carried over to Wattely’s 
goals, “My goals for the season are to 

First Game = Win!
By: Rachael Orbe
 The 2011 football season kicked 
off on September 15 against Watertown.  
Watertown, a team from the Naugatuck 
Valley League, drove an hour and a half, 
determined to win. They were in for a 
surprise.  
 As 6:30 PM approached, so did 
the rain. Coach Grove, pleased with the 
team’s ability to adjust, “It’s always nice 
to find ways to win as the elements are at 
their greatest. It shows the boys’ ability 
to overcome.” As if the weather wasn’t 

get stronger and faster.” Cross country 
is sportsmanship savvy; “I cheer on my 
team and we work to make each other 
faster and stronger.” 

A Year of Adjustments
The team is looking to rebound from a 
shaky start. Alyson Schuch, a junior, says, 
“We all have our good and bad days but in 
the end we always come out strong. We go 
out on the floor not because we care about 
winning, but because we love the game 
and being with each other while playing 
it.”

Gonna be a Whirlwind
MHS cheerleading is on the rise. With 
almost 50 girls trying out, and 2 new 
coaches, not even a hurricane can stop 
them. Tiffany Baker, a junior says of the 
push back, “But other than that we’re 
going to have a great season.” The girls 
are stepping up in work outs, in order to 
see their goal, winning 1st place in the 
ECC for a third time, come true. Baker 
also says, “We have to show the football 
team what Montville is made of and 
cheering them on all the way!” 

enough, the end of the first half left 
tensions high.  
 Montville was in the lead, the 
score 7-6. “When they scored to open the 
half, we had talked at halftime, we had 
to answer and stop them from scoring 
again.” The third quarter left the Indians 
down by six and twelve minutes to play. 
With four minutes left, the score tied, the 
excitement began when Isaiah Holloway 
deflected a ball. Two minutes later Nick 
Clemons intercepted a ball. Then Kenny 

Strecker with 1:39 left makes a 60 yard 
run for a touchdown.  “The coaching staff 
agreed that many [of the starters] are first 
year varsity and they showed maturity and 
the will to win, these starters leaned on 
Kenny Strecker.”
 “It’s always nice to start with a 
win,” says Coach Grove. “We were sloppy 
at times and will be working to remedy 
the mess as we begin conference play on 
Friday.” 
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MHS SPORTS
By:  Elise Couillard

 The Montville 
Marching Indians 
are a wind and 
p e r c u s s i o n 
ensemble that 
performs at many 
events, including 
r e g i o n a l 
Marching Band 
c o m p e t i t i o n s , 

football games, and parades. Last year 
they were enjoying a final semester with 
instructor Ashley Crawford, who had 
been teaching here for as long as the 
seniors can remember. She graduated 
with last year’s senior class, and went 
on to graduate school in Tennessee. With 
her graduation came a new freshman, 
someone who aspired to fill her shoes. Mr. 
Trevor Sindorf moved to Montville from 

MHS Band Marches on With New Director
Pennsylvania to direct the band program. 
He has been working ever since the first 
day of band camp to piece together the 
band that Ms. Crawford left behind. 
 This year the Marching band 
will be performing their adaptation of 
the music from the Broadway musical 
and big screen film Sweeney Todd: The 
Demon Barber of Fleet Street. The music 
is advanced and the drill complex, but the 
band has been pursuing the perfection of 
this show from the start. “I think that Mr. 
Sindorf has challenged us in a different 
way than the last band director. I would 
say that we have hit obstacles. However, 
I feel like when we work hard and play 
together, we as a band sound really good!” 
says Cleora Ohar, senior member of the 
pit percussion ensemble of the Marching 
band.

 Some of that hard work definitely 
paid off when the band placed first in their 
recent competition hosted by Cheshire 
High School. The entire band is incredibly 
excited for the new season, for what they 
have already accomplished, and for the 
excitement of competitions ahead. Their 
first public performance is on Thursday, 
September 15, when they will be cheering 
on the football team with pep tunes and 
entertaining the home stands with their 
field show of Sweeney Todd. 
 You can check them out at any 
home football game, and they always 
welcome an audience at any of their 
Saturday competitions. Their first 
competition is at Frances T. Maloney 
High School in Meriden Connecticut on 
September 17.

By: Nina DiCocco
Montville Argues for Lacrosse Team
 The typical Montville high 
student thinks of their school as just a 
regular high school. However there may 
be a different point of view from a student 
from another school, like Griswold, 
Waterford, or East Lyme. Griswold high 
student Dan Labrecque says “when you 
hear the words Montville high, the first 
thing that pops into your head is sports”. 
Montville is known in the area for its 
amazing sports history. With this said, 
why not have a lacrosse team?
 Montville is currently debating 
whether lacrosse should be added to 
the sports activities. Signups are now 
available to anyone who wants to join. 
The final decision to add a lacrosse team 
depends on the amount of sign ups. 
 Lacrosse is an intense sport. 
Montville senior Jamie Murphy says, 
“Montville has one of the best football 
teams around which clearly means that 

we have plenty of big muscular guys that 
would be awesome at lacrosse.”
 Aside from the guys, Montville 
has plenty of competitive girls who would 
love to play as well. Montville sophomore 
Arie Ramos says, “lacrosse is going to 
be awesome, I’m definitely signing 
up. I hope they get enough people 
because a lacrosse team would be 
amazing!” Montville sophomore 
Gabby Iaconiello says, “I used to 
play lacrosse back 
in middle 
s c h o o l 
but when 
I came to 
high school I couldn’t 
play anymore because 
Montville didn’t have a 
team. Then I asked if I 
could play at East Lyme 
but they said that I wasn’t 

allowed to play at other schools. I really 
hope Montville gets a team because I 
would definitely play.”  
 As of right now the chances of 
a lacrosse team at Montville are looking 

high. Montville is stepping up 
their game once again.
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ARTS AND CULTURE
MHS Does Shakespeare

By: Elise Couillard
 This year, theater instructor Susan 
Walsh has big plans for the members 
of the Drama Troupe. Auditions were 
Wednesday, September 14. There, each 
prospective actor was asked to improvise 
their audition using a random character 
and action. Some of the auditions were 
a blind mouse taking out the trash, a cab 
driver brushing her teeth, and Beethoven 
moving a refrigerator. This audition was 
a great start for the new and improved 
Drama family. 
 The Shakespeare comedy Twelfth 
Night is the basis for popular romantic 
comedy She’s The Man starring Amanda 
Bynes and Channing Tatum. The synopsis 
of the play involves a lovesick Count 
named Orsino who is trying to win the love 
of Olivia, who is mourning the death of 
her father and brother. Viola, who recently 
escaped a shipwreck, has no family 
left and wishes to seek her fortune. She 

dresses as a man and becomes “Cesario,” 
a servant of Orsino. While she delivers 
messages from Orsino to Olivia, she finds 
herself in a predicament when Olivia falls 
in love with him/her.
 This year will be a first for the 
MHS Drama Troupe as the entire play 
will be run by students. There will be no 
hired lighting designer or choreographer 
as there was last year. The Tech Crew 
will handle all of the lighting, and junior 
Megan Rotkowitz will be choreographing 
all of the dance sequences in the show.
 The 2011 Fall Drama Production 
of Twelfth Night by William Shakespeare 
will be put on by the MHS Drama Club 
on December 2nd and 3rd. Historically, 
tickets are $8 for students and seniors and 
$10 for adults. Concessions and souvenirs 
will be sold during intermission. Please 
come and enjoy the show!

Drama Club members rehearse a scene from Twelfth Night.

The Insurgence 
of Technology
By: Cleora Ohar

 The world is full of every type of 
technology. People text at 100 miles per 
hour on their cellphones and check the 
internet. Is this technology helping people 
to learn or is it actually detrimental?
 Students at Montville High school 
and high schools across the country 
use technology every day. They use 
computers, cellphones, and TV for school 
assignments and for the fun of it. Adults 
use technology at work or at school. 
Everywhere people look, technology 
presents itself. News and facts are just a 
click away on the computer or TV. People 
don’t have to give their information much 
thought at all. Anything that people want 
to know appears on the computer or TV 
screen. Spell check is readily available 
to people via the internet. One Montville 
High School student, Elise Couillard 
states, “Technology in general makes 
people more knowledgeable, but less 
wise. Information is easier than ever to 
access, but with this privilege comes less 
responsibility then there was before.” 
 Some people believe learning 
should occur the old fashioned way by 
utilizing library books and encyclopedias. 
They believe that technology has become 
learning crutch and that people overly 
rely on it. People end up not really 
thinking about what they’re looking 
up and therefore, don’t have to “think” 
for themselves. Other people think that 
technology benefits people in moderate 
doses. Using the internet helps with 
research and building presentations. The 
line between using technology and not 
using it well is very fine. Has technology 
incapacitated society? Only time will tell. 
As each year progresses, so does the span 
of technology.  Perhaps it’s impairing 
people’s ability to rely on their own minds 
as well. 
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ARTS AND CULTURE

By: Elise Couillard

 The media impacts how we see 
fashion outside of our own lives. Television 
shows like Gossip Girl, The Jersey Shore, 
Pretty Little Liars, and America’s Next Top 
Model all have characters whose senses of 
style are spokespersons for their personas. 
In high school, we play off of each other’s 
fashion choices, but how much of our 
fashion sense comes from the media? 
How in touch with current trends in the 
media are High School students? “I think 
we incorporate the main fashion trends in 
our own styles. Sometimes, what we see 
on the runway or in magazines is kind of 
outlandish. Our high school style pretty 
much depends on what’s carried in certain 
stores at the moment, but it’s not quite 
as extreme as those styles you see TV 
stars wearing all the time. As high school 
students, we like to try the new trends a 

Fashion/Media: A Cultural Phenomenon
lot, but ultimately we stick with the things 
we are comfortable and confident in,” 
says Emily Sorenson, Senior.
 Seventeen and Teen Vogue 
Magazine seem to be used as cues for 
what’s hot and what’s not. 30% of teens 
purchased clothes because of seeing a 
magazine ad about it according to a poll 
from Mediamark’s Teenmark Survey. 
How much money do we spend trying to 
adhere to fashion that we see in the media? 
Not everything Katy Perry and Justin 
Bieber are wearing is within our meager 
part-time budgets. However, according to 
the same survey, female teenagers spend 
on average 59% of their own money on 
clothes and shoes. 
 We may idolize the figureheads 
of our favorite TV shows and current 
tunes, but we don’t necessarily feel the 

need to become their mini-mes. Fashion 
is an important form of self-expression, 
especially among adolescents. Our 
inspiration comes from our surroundings, 
what we watch and read, and most 
importantly from within. Have fun this 
fall imitating what you see and like on 
your favorite 
show, and don’t 
be afraid to try 
something new. 
You never 
know, you 
may become 
s o m e o n e 
e l s e ’ s 
inspiration.

By: Rachael Scovish

Spooky Celebration!
 Cultures around the world have been 

fascinated with what lies beyond death, 
many having holidays centering 
on it. La Dia de Los Muertos is a 
celebration that originated hundreds 
of years ago in Mexico, and cruxes 
on commemorating the souls of 
the deceased. On November 1st, 
those involved in this celebration 
set up altars for departed loved 
ones and leave on them gifts, 
favored foods and flowers. 
Families will visit grave sites to 
clean and decorate tombstones, 
many bringing picnics with 
them to spend the day with 
the loved ones who’s spirit, 
they believe, is being guided 
by the presents they leave. 
 The common symbol 
for the holiday is called 
a calavera. This icon is 

used in masks, and made into foods such 
as sugar or chocolate skulls, which are 
inscribed with the name of the recipient 
on the forehead. Sugar skulls are gifts that 
can be given to both the living and the 
dead. 
 In some parts of the country, 
children in costumes roam the streets, 
knocking on people’s doors for a 
calaverita, a small gift of candies or 
money; they also ask passersby for it. This 
custom is similar to that of Halloween’s 
trick-or-treating and is relatively recent.
 It’s a heartwarming spectacle 
to see the souls of the deceased still 
remembered and embraced so many 
years after death has taken them. Though 
the theme of the holiday is those who 
have died, it’s a joyous occasion for all 
involved, all wanting to celebrate the life 
of their departed, not only to mourn. 
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OPINION
Little Fish, Big Pond

By: Mallory Tassone
 Most freshmen are in agreement 
on this: the classes are harder, the school is 
bigger, and the atmosphere is contrasting 
to that of middle school.  Take Hannah 
Meyers, for example, who says “In middle 
school, you’re kind of eased into it slowly 
and it can get boring.  In high school you 
just jump right in and you learn it quick.”  
She makes a valid point, high school is 
certainly not anything you’re eased into, 
but some people like that, it adds some 
excitement to your day.  
 Aiden Mcvicker says he likes the 
classes for the most part, especially his 
robotics class where he loves the project 
they are working on.  However, if there is 
one thing most freshmen would change, 
it would probably be how spread out the 
classes are.  Being on one floor, everything 
is so far away and they find they got lost 
easily the first week of school.  But like 
Aiden, Kiah Strickland got used to it fast 

and has almost no trouble finding her way 
anymore, especially with the help from 
her upperclassmen friends. 
  Hannah, Aiden, and Kiah  all 
agree on this, the upperclassmen aren’t 
too bad.  Kiah and Hannah both believe 
most of the upperclassmen are, for the 
most part, friendly and helpful, especially 
the first week of school.  Aiden says most 
just kind of ignore the freshman and go 
about their day, which he doesn’t’ seem 
to be bothered by.  Another shared belief 
between the three is that when they’re 
upperclassmen, they like to think they 
will be just as helpful and kind as most 
people were to them.   As Hannah Meyers 
says, “If the upperclassmen were nice to 
me when I was a freshmen, I should be 
nice to the freshmen when I’m a senior.”

Adapting to high school means joining in traditions such as Class Color Day.

Against 
Consumerism
By: Neil Schneeberg

 Things! If only, if only we could 
have more things! A bigger house, maybe, 
the newest smart phone, it doesn’t matter 
because we don’t merely want things, 
we need things. At least that is what it 
seems like. Our lives are dedicated to 
accumulation, to quantity but rarely 
quality, to superficiality and never the 
profound. 
 The most obvious relationship in 
modern society is one where we trade our 
ability and our time (and in an era when 
you need all your abilities and all the time 
you have to find happiness) for a wage or a 
salary. We are a slave to our wage. We are 
just mobile serfs, we are told we have all 
assortments of freedom in this country but 
we only have one in reality: the freedom 
to choose our slavery. That’s what work 
is-- slavery. 
 Now it will be argued that work 
is necessary, that it is paramount to the 
function of modern society that we work. 
Perhaps we should rethink the functioning 
of modern society. Work dehumanizes 
us. We become our work, we become 
a worker; one who works. Not one who 
lives, not one who finds joy, but one who 
works! What reason is there to work? 
Sometimes because we depend on our 
hourly wage for survival, but this is 
often not the case. Sometimes we work 
because we want more things! How many 
commercials do we see a day when staring 
blankly at the television? How many 
things have you bought because it had the 
word “2” after its name? We are slaves to 
our own commodity fetishism, our “own” 
desires, but are they really our desires? 
Do we want things because we want it, or 
somebody else wants us to want it…?
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OPINION

By: Nick Iaoconiello

 How often do you feel like your 
parents are right? Here’s a news flash:  
they think they are—and they think they 
are all the time. Parents are not always 
right, but will use explanations  that 
justify the things they 
do. Oliver James put it 
best like this: “When 
mothers are asked what 
makes children tick 
they plump for theories that help them 
feel they are doing the right thing. Those 
who work full-time tend to believe that 
small children are resilient little things, 
capable of coping with what life throws at 
them, with no need for constant personal 
attention. They may feel that their toddler 
will actually benefit from being cared 
for by others when they are at work, and 
consequently be unworried about leaving 

Are Our Parents Insane?
him or her. So long as their child’s basic 
needs are met, its genetic uniqueness 
will flourish. These beliefs are wholly 
reasonable, bolstering what will make the 
mother feel most comfortable with her 

arrangements.                    By 
contrast, when full time mothers who 
have stayed at home are asked this 
question they tend to express the opposite 
view. Their infants need constant one-to-
one care from their biological mother, and 
without it they will be damaged. These 
mothers are much more anxious about 
leaving their children with someone else, 
regarding them as fragile and in need of 

high-quality nurture. They place far more 
emphasis on mothering than on genes, 
and, again, these beliefs merge seamlessly 
with their choice to stay at home.” 
 The simple fact is that parents 

create  a world of 
illusion around them 
where they are not 
at fault for anything.  
When something 

threatens this illusion it tends to result in 
aggravation and parental grumblin. Ever 
notice whenever you’re beginning to win 
an argument your parent will suddenly flip 
out and the argument is ended? It’s simply 
because you threatened their illusion. 
Case in point: we’re never going to win, 
but hey, at least you know why now…. 
they’re crazy and we’re all well on our 
way.

By: Neil Schneeberg
Resistance is Futile! You will be Assimilated.
 Are the school rules designed for 
our safety, or just made to justify school 
authority? Skimming through my agenda, 
I have to say it’s the latter. The first thing 
that comes to my mind when I think of 
school rules is the Dress Code. In your 
agenda it states; “…it is the school’s 
responsibility to dictate that school dress 
be in good taste and contribute to the health 
and safety of the student body.” This is the 
justification for issuing the Dress Code 
Guideline, however, there are several 
problems. What do they mean by 
“good taste”? Surely the 
school is not enforcing you 
to conform to the latest 
fashion trend. Rather, I 
suspect what they mean by 
this is ‘decency’; decency 
complying with our time, 
a decency which is ever 
changing in our society. 

Many years ago what most kids wear 
today in school would be unacceptable. 
Perhaps if a kid from the future wearing 
something acceptable from her time came 
here, we too would find it unacceptable. 
‘Decency’ is entirely subjective.
 Rule number 7 in the Dress Code 
Guidelines state; “Students cannot wear…
markings that may be identified as gang 
related. Due to the constantly changing 
nature of these symbols, determinations 
will be 

made by the Administration.” The 
Administration? Don’t they mean Big 
Brother? This statement seems to me 
quite Orwellian. The Administration is 
given indiscriminate power to punish you 
for wearing something they think might 
be gang related.
 Another Orwellian statement is 
in the MHS Discipline Code which says; 
“Appropriate disciplinary action will be 
taken against any student who deviates 
from acceptable school behavior.” 
Offenses of “acceptable school behavior” 

include: “Disrespect,” “Inappropriate 
language,” and “Lying.” I’m not sure 

how disrespect is not conducive to 
teaching and learning, after all, 

respect for authority is the 
greatest enemy of truth!

“The simple fact is that parents create  a world of illusion 
around them where they are not at fault for anything”.  
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MHS NEWS
Haunted Hayride

By: Elise Couillard
 The Montville High School Drama 
Troupe performs at the annual Haunted 
Hayrides again this year for the annual 
fundraiser by the Oakdale Firehouse of 
Montville, Connecticut. The club’s usual 
gig involves portraying zombies rising 
from the dead complete with fake blood and 
plenty of bloodcurdling screams. Those 
who wish to be frightened to the core may 
embark on a journey in the woods near 
the firehouse. Horse drawn wagons full 
of hay and patrons roll through the torch 
lit paths of the scare-grounds as members 
of Drama clubs from two different high 
schools as well as acting savvy firefighters 
portray improvised scenes of horror. 
 The Montville High Drama club 
members wait for the wagons at their 
campfire, where they laugh together and 
roast marshmallows. It is the perfect 
Halloween pastime, but when the sound 
of hooves on the path is heard, the kids 

rush to their places in coffins and behind 
gravestones, ready to pop out and scare 
the oncoming carriage. 
 In previous years, scenes from 
horror movies The Ring and Phantom 
of the Opera were delightfully portrayed 
in the faint glow of firelight. A girl rose 
from a well, an organ played by itself, and 
a dummy swung down from a tree limb 
secured by a noose. This year, Montville 
will be chilled to the core and having a 
fantastic time while being surprised by 
new and improved stunts. The sights, 
sounds and thrills of the Haunted Hayride 
are always to be looked forward to each 
fall. 
 Catch some screams this month at 
the Oakdale firehouse through October 30 
on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday evenings. 

Megan Rotkowitz and Christy Hagerty at the Haunted Hayride.

The Stress of 
SATs
By: Cleora Ohar

 Each year, juniors and seniors 
take their SATs. Even certain eager 
sophomores participate in this escapade. 
Some students’ scores reach the stars and 
others seem to dive into a black hole. 
Students who are overachievers will rise 
to the challenge and study to the max to 
achieve stupendous scores. Many students 
have high anxiety about taking the SATs. 
Their hands get clammy and butterflies fill 
their empty stomachs. The moment the 
number two pencil hits the paper, students 
start to worry if they’ll choose the correct 
answer. They have apprehensions about 
finishing the test on time. 
 Not only do students stress about 
sending in their college applications, 
but they also must contend with giving 
colleges exemplary SAT scores. According 
to the Kids Health website, “Test anxiety 
is actually a type of performance anxiety 
— a feeling someone might have in 
a situation where performance really 
counts or when the pressure’s on to do 
well.” Students study their hearts out 
and they get the eight to ten hours that 
are needed to perform well. Despite their 
well-intended efforts, students still find 
themselves freezing up like ice cubes the 
day of the SATs. What is the cause for this 
test apprehension? It’s difficult to know 
for sure. The intense anxiety varies from 
student to student. 
 Normally, it’s okay to be a little 
nervous for a test. With a high magnitude 
test like the SAT, the stress is normal 
for many people. After all, the SATs are 
an enormous determining factor for a 
student’s future. When the tension is this 
high on the SATs it is understandable why 
many students reach a high stress level. 
Students just have to be careful not to let 
their stress fly off the handle. 
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By: Ayla Presby

 Freshmen: Classified as “fresh 
meat” on the totem pole of Montville 
High School are said to have it the worst. 
Pre school jitters of what to expect once 
they step off the bus is expected. But 
do they really have it the worst in high 
school? Seniors: 
U p p e r c l a s s m e n 
of Montville high 
have an automatic 
hierarchy compared 
to underclassmen. 
But why, what makes 
them so special  when 
compared to freshmen? Senior authority 
is expected in high school. Throughout 
your high school career everything you’ve 
accomplished is built up to the last year 
when everyone knows the senior class. 
You’ve finally reached the top and ego 

Senior Side of Things
gets the best of you. Montville senior 
Rachael Scovish says, “Kids look up to 
older people, so automatically seniors are 
considered top dog.”  But are they really 
different personality wise? Probably not, 
senior Jessica Fortenberry says, “Seniors 

are intimidating because of age and size 
difference.” It’s just a natural status that 
people give to the senior class. Senior 
Nina DiCocco says, “The Seniors are 
older, bigger, and have a varsity status.” 
But why is this so important to people? 

It’s only school;  where you rank doesn’t 
determine the type of person you are. It all 
comes down to one simple word of why 
seniors dominate over underclassmen 
and Montville Senior Robbie Savage put 
it perfectly, “Experience.” Seniors have 

experienced it all 
throughout their four 
years of high school. 
They know their way 
around and know 
everyone that walks 
the halls of Montville. 
U n d e r c l a s s m e n 

your time to shine will come-- it always 
happens-- just be patient, get through 
school and before you know it you’ll be 
rolling with the big dogs!

By: Mallory Tassone
PSATs
 This year, both sophomores 
and juniors at MHS took the PSAT.  In 
the past, the test has only been offered 
to juniors as practice.  Taking the PSAT 
as a sophomore allows students more 
time to prepare themselves to do better 
and possibly qualify for scholarships 
offered by the National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation.  Teachers and students alike 

believe that taking PSATs is beneficial in 
preparing for the SAT because it gives 
feedback to allow students and teachers 
to see areas in need of improvement.  It 
also gives students a first-hand look at 
the test taking environment of the SAT.  
English teacher, Mr. Richmond and Math 
teacher, Mr. Kelly, both believe that this 
exposure is helpful when they take the 

real test.  Junior, Rachael 
Orbe also believes that 
test exposure is important, 
especially if it is a student’s 
first time having to take a 
standardized test like the 
SAT.  Also beneficial to 
taking the PSAT are  the 
scholarship opportunities 
that are offered through the 
National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation (NMSC).  
 The PSAT is cosponsored 

by College Board and the NMSC, which 
offers students the chance to qualify for 
scholarships and gain access to college 
planning tools.  College Board allows 
students to receive information from 
colleges that may be interested in them, 
or that they are interested in, and allows 
students to see how their performance 
compares with other students applying to 
college.  College Board also gives students 
access to MyRoad until graduation from 
high school.  MyRoad is a program that 
helps students find colleges, majors, and 
careers that interest them.  NMSC offers 
scholarship opportunities to qualifying 
juniors taking the PSAT.  In order to 
qualify for scholarships, students must 
meet certain standards set by the NMSC.  
By taking the PSAT, students’ open up 
many doors for themselves regarding 
college and their career.  

“Upperclassmen of Montville high have an automatic 
hierarchy compared to underclassmen. But why, what 

makes them so special compared to freshmen?”
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Handle the Scandal

By: Jessica Fortenberry
 The first few weeks of school 
here at Montville High, all I hear walking 
down the hallway is gossip, gossip, 
gossip. To be completely honest, gossip is 
something we, as teenagers, seem to need 
in our everyday lives. 
 It’s different from everyday 
talking because gossip turns to more 
serious problems in the long run. “I think 
gossip at MHS is dumb because half the 
rumors or gossip isn’t true and many times 
it is taken way too far and causes problems 
between the students as a whole,”  says 
Dan Kurasz (senior student at MHS).
   Coming into the high school, 
freshmen start out in their own groups. 
These groups are with people that they are 
around every day, but once you get into 
classes with older people and make new 
friends, rumors and drama come in a big 
packet along with it. When drama arises 
it’s usually between girls; girls are more 

sensitive and have a lot to worry about in 
their everyday lives. Boys on the other 
hand, are more prane to joke around, and 
their gossip is more within jokes when it 
comes down to it.
 Students at Montville High need 
to realize that yes, you are going to be 
talked about believe it or not, and there 
are going to be times you talk about 
someone else, but it’s bound to happen 
in your teenage years. People are just on 
the line between immature and mature but 
it’s something that needs to be handled as 
well. People are bullied through gossip as 
well and that’s when the line is crossed, 
malicious rumors arise, so much that just 
a simple word can change someone else’s 
life. We take our mouths and our ability 
to spread false stories for granted, with or 
without knowing the facts.

NHS Women’s 
Shelter Drive
By: Elise Couillard

 The Montville High School 
chapter of the National Honors Society 
will be organizing a collection for the 
Connecticut Women’s Shelter. Starting 
in the first week of October and running 
through the 25th, NHS will be collecting 
toiletries to donate to women in need: 
victims of domestic abuse and sexual 
assault among other hardships. 
 Spanish Language teacher 
Victoria Clifford, head of the National 
Honors and Spanish Honors society, 
intends for the group to participate in 
a series of volunteer work this year. In 
November, a can drive will be organized 
to be donated to the Montville food bank. 
In December, Toys for Tots will be the 
focus (a tradition for the holiday season), 
and in January NHS will be helping out 
homeless animals for the Humane Society. 
 The National Honors Society is 
an organization of students throughout 
the country that emphasizes academic 
excellence as well as community service. 
The Montville chapter of this organization 
continuously strives to aid those in need 
in our community at the same time as 
encouraging students to do their very best 
at school.
 Contact Mrs. Clifford in room 408 
for information on joining the National 
Honors Society or to help out with the 
many collections occurring throughout 
this year. 

Want to see your name in Print?

Write for the Chieftain! 

Email Mrs. Laurençot 
before November 1, 2011 for the next issue.
 

slaurencot@montvilleschools.org
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By: Tenzin Khando

 I came to the United States in 
2008 and attended International High at 
Prospect Heights School in Brooklyn, 
NYC. The entire student body was made 
up of immigrants; none were American 
and they didn’t speak English that well. 
When I spoke to other 
students, they spoke 
their own languages 
back. I wondered 
how I could improve 
my English. The 
teachers were really good and I liked the 
way they taught us, but they did not stay 
after school at all and we had to go to a 
tutor to do our homework. The students 
at school often argued with each other, 
and I could not study very well because 
sometimes I did not understand what the 
teacher taught us.  I was embarrassed to 

Attending School in the U.S.A
ask questions in class. I told my dad that 
I wanted to go to a better school because 
the school I could not learn anything. My 
dad said we could move to Connecticut.
         So we moved here two years ago. I 
like it better here because I can study better 

than in New York City. I attend school at 
Montville High school. Here I have lots 
of opportunities to learn in school and 
participate in after- school activities like 
the International club, Environmental 
Club and Journalism Club. I love this 
school very much because I learn faster 
now.  I have to work hard, because we left 

our home country and our grandparents 
and came here to get a better education 
and better life. What I like most about 
this school is that the teachers help us as 
much as they can and they teach really 
awesome. I think it is really helps to be 

immersed in English 
every day because 
when I came 
here, my English 
improved quickly. I 
really appreciate my 

tutor teachers here because they help all 
the English learning students. Sometimes 
they have a really hard time because some 
new students don’t speak enough English 
and it takes lots of time to help them. Still, 
they always try to their best to help us 
understand and get through it. 

By:  Cleora Ohar
The Trek through AP/ECE Courses
 Many students, at least AP/ECE 
level students, encounter challenging 
obstacles. Some sign up for more AP/
ECE courses than they can possibly 
handle. At the end, they leave feeling 
fatigued from the grueling course work. 
Many essays get assigned, books need to 
be read, projects come due quickly:  AP 
or ECE level students endure it.  All of 
this rigorous work is not for nothing. AP 
students work long hours to ace that big 
test in May. ECE students experience what 
it’s like to take a freshman college course 
first hand. Ultimately, students often earn 
college credits before they even step foot 
on campus.
 The first question that may arise 
when students are choosing between 
an ECE or AP course is what is the 
difference? ECE and AP courses are the 
same level. AP courses however, require 
a test in May. ECE courses are like taking 

a college freshman class and don’t require 
a test in May. There are many subjects 
in these types of courses. AP courses 
include English, History, and Calculus. 
ECE courses include Biology, American 
Studies, and Statistics. All these courses 
test students’ minds. They are meant to 
challenge what they know. The work 
load is mammoth in proportions. As one 
student, Meagan Lopez states, “Some 
assignments have taken me all weekend 
to complete.” This is not unusual for an 
honor’s level student.
 AP and ECE students often find 
themselves juggling with balancing 
social life with school life. Some students 
become stressed out to the max. The 
work load makes them want to implode 
with frustration. When homework takes 
up half of a student’s time, they find it 
difficult to spend time with their friends. 
Extracurricular activities are also hard to 

squeeze in as many students have implied. 
However, many students like Meagan 
Lopez say they treasure the reward ECE 
or AP courses offer. All that hard work 
eventually pays off with college credits 
earned and work ethics established and in 
place for the next step—Freshman year. 

“I have to work hard, because we left our home country and 
our grandparents and came here to get a better education and 

better life.”



Page 12 The ChiefTain

WORLD NEWS
By: Joey Weekly

 We are in danger of losing the 
U.S Postal Service. The U.S Postal 
service does not make any money, has 
been in enormous debt for decades, and 
must make approximately 120,000 layoffs 
in order to stay afloat as a business. 
However, they employ about 130,000 
veterans and a large number of minority 
workers. Of those veterans approximately 
43,000 of them are disabled. They cannot 
layoff any veteran, disabled, or minority 
workers unless congress takes action and 
voids labor benefits for these previously 
protected workers. If this was to happen, 
and the layoffs were made, this would be a 
brutal hit to our already delicate economy. 
The nation added no new jobs in August 
and is showing signs of getting closer to a 
double-dip recession; add 120,000 layoffs 
along with that and as a country America 

Death of U.S Postal Service will Sink Ship!
has got itself in another recession. Now 
before anyone says that this is hard earned 
tax dollars wasted, take into account 
that the postal service gets absolutely 
no tax money from the government, 
which is part of what has sunk them as a 
business. So now, without any help from 
the government the postal service might 
be lost, and if they do receive help from 
the government our blue collar veterans 
and minorities will be out of jobs causing 
a large number of them to possibly wind 
up homeless.  Whether the government 
helps or not, the economy will dip into 
a recession yet again. If the U.S hits the 
double dip recession, which is extremely 
likely, when and how will the country 
recover completely?

By:  Rachael Scovish
Revolution in Libya
 The rebels of Libya have taken 
the heart of their capitol, Tripoli, as they 
astoundingly pick off the last of Muammar 
Gaddafi’s guards and supporters. For half 
a year, the insurgents under Gaddafi’s 
tyranny have been in a stalemate while 
fighting to take their country back against 
his heavily armed infantry. Finally, it 
seems as if their struggle is coming to an 
end. 
 Muammar Gaddafi has been 
presiding as Libya’s colonel for the 
past 42 years, and in this time, has been 
accused of numerous bombings, publicly 
hanging students marching for rights 
in various city squares and the brutal 
execution of 1,200 unarmed Abu Salim 
prisoners. At a United Nations assembly, 
“he tore up a copy of the UN charter, 
accused the Security Council of being a 
terrorist body similar to al-Qaeda, and 
demanded $ 7.7 trillion in compensation 

to be paid to Africa by its past 
colonial rulers,” according to 
Al Jazeera. 
 President Barack 
Obama weighed in on the 
situation, saying that Gaddafi 
must “acknowledge the 
reality that he no longer 
controls Libya. He needs to 
relinquish power once and 
for all,” and went on to say 
that the United States would 
“continue to insist that the 
basic rights of the Libyan 
people are respected.”
 The rebels have 
agreed that they would halt 
their assault on Gaddafi if he 
announced his departure from 
their country. Editors note: As 
of this printing Gaddafi has 
been captured and killed.


